Biography of

John C. Vaughn
John C. Vaughn was appointed Executive Vice President of the Association of American Universities in October 1996.  As Executive Vice President, he serves as deputy to the president and chief operating officer.  He also serves as director of policy studies, supervising the association’s work in developing national and institutional policies that support the missions of the member universities.  He has specific responsibility for association activities in the areas of intellectual property, information technology, research libraries and scholarly communication.  He works with member presidents and chancellors, chief academic officers, and other university administrators in addressing these areas.  In promoting national policies, he works closely with government relations representatives to advance appropriate and effective federal legislation and regulations in the support of academic programs and activities.  

Dr. Vaughn staffs a number of AAU committees, including the Intellectual Property/Information Technology, the Institutional Data Committee and Membership Committees, and coordinates the annual meeting of the AAU chief academic officers.  He has been an active member to the Joint Committee of the Higher Education Communities since its formation in December, 2002.
Dr. Vaughn received his B.A. in Psychology from Eastern Washington State College in 1968.  In 1977, he received a Ph.D. in Experimental Psychology from the University of Minnesota.  He was awarded an NIH Postdoctoral Traineeship and served as a Postdoctoral Fellow at Duke University from 1977-1979.  

Dr. Vaughn has served in several positions of increasing responsibility since joining the association in 1980.  The AAU consists of sixty U.S. and two Canadian universities with strong programs of research and graduate and professional education.  

