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Lesa Mitchell is a vice president with the Kauffman Foundation. She is responsible for leading the Foundation’s initiatives to advance innovations. Mitchell joined the Foundation in 2003. 
She has been responsible for the Foundation’s frontier work in understanding the policy levers that influence the advancement of innovation from universities into the commercial market. Under Mitchell’s leadership, the Foundation is identifying critical research opportunities, defining and codifying alternative commercialization pathways, and identifying new models to foster innovation. Mitchell was instrumental in the founding of the Kauffman Innovation Network and the iBridge Network, a founding sponsor of the National Academy-based University–Industry Partnership, and leader in the replication of innovator-based mentor programs at universities across the country. In addition, Mitchell serves on the boards of Gazelle Growth in Denmark and the University of Kansas Research Institute.   
Prior to joining Kauffman, Mitchell’s professional background included consulting for global pharmaceutical clients such as Takeda, Eli Lilly and Clinical Data Interchange Standards Consortium. She spent twenty years of her career in global executive roles at Aventis, Quintiles, and Marion Laboratories. 
The Kauffman Foundation

The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation works with partners to encourage entrepreneurship around the world. The Kauffman Foundation is working to further understand the phenomenon of entrepreneurship, to advance entrepreneurship education and training efforts, to promote entrepreneurship-friendly policies, and to better facilitate the commercialization of new technologies by entrepreneurs and others that have great promise for improving the economic welfare of the world.

The Foundation works with leading educators and researchers nationwide to create awareness of the powerful economic impact of entrepreneurship, to develop and disseminate proven programs that enhance entrepreneurial skills and abilities, and to improve the environment in which entrepreneurs start and grow businesses. 

