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Steven F. Warren received his Ph.D. in child and developmental psychology from the University of Kansas in 1977.  From 1982 through 1999 he served as a faculty member in the Departments of Special Education and Psychology at Peabody College, Vanderbilt University, in Nashville. While at Vanderbilt he served as the Director of the NICHD supported Mental Retardation Research Training Program from 1988 to 1999 and as Deputy Director of the John F. Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development from 1991 through 1999. In January 2000, Dr. Warren returned to the University Kansas to serve as the Director of the Schiefelbusch Institute for Life Span Studies and as Director of the NIH supported Kansas Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Research Center. In March of 2008 he will step down from these positions and assume the role of Vice Provost for Research and Graduate Studies at KU. He also serves as Professor of Applied Behavioral Science at KU.  
The focus of Dr. Warren’s research for the past 30 years has been early communication and language development in young children with developmental delays and disabilities. Much of this work has focused on the effects of different types of communication and language interventions as well as the way that children with specific disorders (e.g. Down syndrome, fragile X syndrome) respond to different language intervention approaches. He has been instrumental in the development of prelinguistic communication intervention and milieu language intervention models and in recent years and conducted several randomized clinical trials on the effects of these models with colleagues Paul Yoder, Marc Fey and Nancy Brady. He has published more than 125 papers and has edited a dozen books on these and related topics. His work has been supported by grants from the National Institute of Health and the US Department of Education throughout his career. In 1999, the National Down Syndrome Congress awarded Dr. Warren the Theodore D. Tjossem National Research Award in recognition of his research on early language intervention. Dr. Warren served as the President of the American Association on Mental Retardation from 2001-2002. He presently serves as the President of Division 33 (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities) of the American Psychological Association. 

